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ITEM 11 DECISION

 
TOPIC Notice of Intended Action--Chapter 37, Boating Safety Equipment 

 

The Department requests the Commission to approve the Notice of Intended Action, which 
proposes to amend Chapter 37, “Boating Safety Equipment” of 571 Iowa Administrative Code. 
 
The proposed amendments will modify visibility requirements for non-motorized, non-sailboat 
vessels; will exclude some rivers from the rules regarding such vessels; and will add an 
additional requirement to make such vessels apparent in the event the light is obscured.   
 
These amendments come at the request of kayakers.  Due to the nature of kayak hulls, 
commercially available stern white lights do not protrude higher than the heads of kayakers, 
leading to their request to the Department to develop a sensible amendment to the 360-degree 
requirement for major impoundments and border waters. After a review of neighboring state 
requirements and U.S. Coast guard requirements, it was determined that Iowa can implement this 
rule of requiring a second light so that kayakers can continue to paddle at night while avoiding 
collisions. Additional changes will allow head lamps in addition to hand-held lamps, and will 
allow non-motor/non-sail vessels on the Big Sioux and Des Moines Rivers to use the same rules 
as those on interior streams. 
 
 
Ken Herring, Administrator 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
December 13, 2007 
 
Attached: Notice of Intended Action-Chapter 37 



NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION [571] 
Notice of Intended Action 

 
 Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code subsection 455A.5(6), the Natural Resource 
Commission gives Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 37, “Boating Safety Equipment” 
of 571 Iowa Administrative Code. 
 The proposed amendments will modify visibility requirements for non-motorized, non-
sailboat vessels; will exclude some rivers from the rules regarding such vessels; and will add an 
additional requirement to make such vessels apparent in the event the light is obscured.   

Any interested person may make written comments on this proposed new Chapter 37 on 
or before January 23, 2008. Such written materials should be directed to Nate Hoogeveen, 
Department of Natural Resources, Wallace State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-
0034.   

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 
25 or more persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 
17A.4(1)“b.” Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee 
may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed 
action under section 17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested 
persons may be heard. 
 This amendment is intended to implement Iowa Code chapters 455A and 462A.   
The following amendment is proposed:   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ITEM 1.  Amend subrule 571 – IAC as follows:  
37.6(2) Vessels not powered by motor or sail. All vessels not powered by motor or sail and not at 
anchor shall exhibit a white light to show 360 degrees around the horizon visible from at least 
one-mile under clear conditions between the hours of sunset and sunrise when operated on 
natural lakes, Corps of Engineers impoundments, border rivers excluding border portions of the 
Big Sioux and Des Moines rivers and impoundments on inland rivers. If the white light is 
partially obscured due to the nature of the craft, an additional white light must be shown in 
sufficient time to prevent collision. When operated on bodies of water other than those listed in 
this subrule, all vessels not powered by motor or sail and not at anchor shall have in possession a 
hand-held white light to be used when necessary between the hours of sunset and sunrise. This 
rule is intended to implement Iowa Code section 462A.3. 
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Richard A. Leopold, Director 

 
 


